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Grammatical Criticism by Ibn Abi Maryam (d. ¢7° AH)
Al-Shahat Ahmed Badawi Al-Samahi +
Deﬁartment of Linguistics, Faculty of Islamic and Arabic Studies for Boys, Al-
Azhar University, E%ypt.
Email: alshhatalsmahy « @azhar.edu.eg
Abstract:
This research aims to present the grammatical criticism relied upon by Ibn Abi
Maryam in his guidance of Quranic readings. It also identifies the foundations
upon which he based his criticism, discusses and evaluates this criticism to
determine what is correct and what is incorrect in this regard. Ibn Abi Maryam
was an exceptionally creative author in his book "Al-Muwaddah," devoting the
utmost of his energy, his utmost precision, and various disciplines encompassing
interpretation, meaning, language, jurisprudence, and other disciplines related to
the science of Quranic readings. The research consists of an introduction, a
preface, and two chapters. The first chapter includes six topics, and the second
chapter contains two topics, each covering numerous issues. The research
demonstrates that Ibn Abi Maryam was often influenced in his criticism by
grammarians who preceded him, especially Sibawayh and Abu Ali al-Farsi. The
research reveals that 1bn Abi Maryam made grammatical rules, particularly those
of the Basrans, the governing body of Quranic readings. He rejected many of
them, and even went so far as to describe some as ugly and weak. In his
judgment of readings, he relied on the most common in language and the most
standard in grammar. Whatever contradicted the rules of language was weak,
accolr_%ing to him, and whatever did not conform to grammatical rulings was
invalid.
The results | have reached are: The critical terms of Ibn Abi Maryam varied
between the words of error and correction, correction and weakening, and the
like, and the apparent characteristic in them is that they are explicit and clear
expressions. 1bn Abi Maryam based his criticism on clear principles and
standards for accepting or rejecting some grammatical opinions and schools, so
he relied on the principles of auditory and analogical grammar. He was accurate
and successful in most cases when attributing opinions to their owners. He was
successful in his criticism on many occasions, as he directed the Quranic
gaadings in the best and most excellent ways, and this is what befits the Holy
uran.
Keywords: criticism, clarification, discussion, grammarian, reading, guidance
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